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 What happens in 2 Samuel? 

 2 Samuel, which continues directly on from 1 Samuel (the two were originally one book in 

the Hebrew Bible), tells the story of David being established as King (his reign was c.1010-

970 BC), and the expansion of his kingdom.  

 In particular, 2 Samuel tells us what David's kingship was like – the high points, God’s 

glorious covenant with him, and the later spirals of sin and chaos. Nevertheless, David is 

remembered in the Bible as a 'man after God's own heart' (Acts 13.22, 1 Samuel 13.14). 

 The book as a whole will cause us to look ahead for one to come who will be like David, 

descended from David, and yet greater than David. The New Testament clearly and joyfully 

announces that Jesus is this true 'Son of David' (Luke 1.32, Mark 10.46-52, Romans 1.1-6, 

Acts 13.22-23, 33-37). 

  

What is the main message of the book?  

We have titled this series, 'The Man After God's Own Heart is King', since 2 Samuel tells us how 

David (previously described as 'a man after God's own heart' in 1 Samuel 13.14) becomes king, and 

what his kingship is like. David is established as a righteous King who depends on God and who 

receives a covenant of immense significance and privilege (2 Samuel 7). At the same time, as David 

greatly dishonours God in his behaviour with Bathsheba, he, his family, and the whole nation suffer 

the consequences - although God does not remove his covenant. The book ends with an 

unanswered question as to who will be the man who will perfectly honour God, and so receive 

everlasting blessing from him – who will be the Greater King? Through the lens of the New 

Testament we see that it really is the case that 'The Man After God's Own Heart is King', since Jesus 

of Nazareth – the true Son of David and true Son of God – has been lifted up upon the cross and then 

lifted up out of death to reign on the cosmic throne of God, for the good of his people (Ephesians 

1.19-23). Jesus, God's King is on the throne. 
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An overview of 2 Samuel 

 The death of Saul is the ‘hinge’ between 1 and 2 Samuel (1 Samuel 30 – 2 Samuel 1). 

 The narrative then focuses on the collapse of Saul’s house and the steady increase in David’s 

power over first Judah and then all Israel (2 Samuel 2-4). 

 This is followed by accounts of great victories and blessings enjoyed by David, with a 

particular focus on God’s covenant with him (2 Samuel 5-9). 

 David’s great sin with Bathsheba and the personal, family, and national consequences make 

up most of the second half of the book (2 Samuel 10-20). 

 The final chapters portray David as an agent used to win God’s battles and remove 

judgement (2 Samuel 21-24). 

 

Breakdown of 2 Samuel 

We will be preaching through 2 Samuel in the following chunks: 

Section 1: Rise of David and Collapse of Saul's house, 1.1-4.12 

1.1-27 Death of Saul and David's response – 9th July  

2.1-3.1 David anointed King and Saul's house weakens – 16th July 

3.2-39 David's family grows, Abner joins David but Joab murders Abner – 23rd July 

4.1-12 Ish-Bosheth murdered and David executes the murderers – 30th July 

 

Section 2: The LORD blesses David, 5.1-9.13 

5.1-25 the LORD grants David great success and establishes him as King over Israel – 6th August 

6.1-23 David brings the ark to Jerusalem – 13th August 

7.1-29 the Davidic covenant – 20th August 

8.1-18 David's victories and government – 27th August 

9.1-13 David keeps his covenant to Jonathan – 3rd September 
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Section 3: The LORD judges David, 10.1-20.26 

10.1-19 David defeats the Ammonites – 10th September 

11.1-27 David and Bathsheba – 17th September 

12.1-31 the LORD's displeasure and forgiveness; David defeats the Ammonites – 24th September 

13.1-39 Amnon rapes Tamar, and Absalom murders Amnon – 1st October 

14.1-33 Absalom meets David again – 8th October 

15.1-16.14 Absalom leads a rebellion against David, and David flees – 15th October 

16.15-17.26 Absalom takes Jerusalem and pursue David – 22nd October 

17.27-19.8a Absalom is killed – 29th October 

19.8b-43 David returns to Jerusalem – 5th November 

20.1-26 Sheba's revolt is defeated, and a record of David's government – 12th November 

 

Section 4 Epilogue: David is God's agent to win battles and remove judgement, 21.1-

24.25 

21.1-14 David removes bloodguilt and so ends a judgement of famine – 19th November 

21.15-22.51 David's soldiers, and his song of praise – 26th November 

23.1-39 David's last oracle, and the record of his mighty men – 3rd December 

24.1-25 David ends a judgement of plague – 10th December 
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Map of the places in 1-2 Samuel 

 

Psalms and the Life of David 

Just as there were in 1 Samuel, there are a number of Psalms which correspond directly to events in 

2 Samuel: 

Psalm 60: This was written to commemorate David’s victory over the Philistines, Moabites, and the 

Syrians [2 Samuel 8; 1 Kings 11]. David praises God for the great victory. 

Psalm 51: This is probably one of the best known of David’s songs and there is little difficulty in 

placing it within the context of his life. In 2 Samuel 12 we read of David’s sin of adultery with 

Bathsheba the wife of Uriah the Hittite. Not only did he commit adultery, but he also arranged the 

murder of Uriah. It was only when the prophet Nathan rebuked him that David repented of his 

wickedness. This psalm expresses his deep sorrow over his sin. Psalm 32 may be part of this 

repentance also. 
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Psalm 3: Absalom, David’s son, sought to take the kingdom from him. He was very successful in 

persuading the people that he would make a better king than his father. Because of his son’s success 

he was forced to flee Jerusalem [2 Samuel 15]. This psalm is David’s lament over this situation. 

Psalm 18: This Psalm is recorded in 2 Samuel 22. In both Psalm 18 and 2 Samuel it is prefaced that 

David ‘addressed the words of this song to the LORD on the day when the LORD rescued him from 

the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul.’ 

In total, there are seventy-three Psalms written by David. These are:- 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 

34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 68, 69, 70 

86, 101, 103, 108, 109, 110, 122, 124, 131, 138, 139, 140, 141, 143, 144, 145  

 

 

 

 


